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Virginia Selected to Participate in Safe Routes to School State Network Project

Kick-off phone conference to be held Jan. 21 for interested government agencies, policy makers and nonprofits

Richmond, VA – Prevention Connections is pleased to announce that the Safe Routes to School National Partnership has selected Virginia to participate in the 2010/2011 phase of the State Network Project. Virginia is among 19 states (plus the District of Columbia) that have been chosen to participate in this project, which is being funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Kaiser Permanente and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 

The Virginia Network will work to increase physical activity among all students, ensure that federal SRTS funds are spent on quality projects, work to leverage additional state resources for SRTS initiatives and advocate to remove barriers to walking and bicycling to schools through policy initiatives. The 2010-2011 phase of the State Network Project also includes a focus on serving lower-income populations and reducing crime.

 

How to Join the Virginia Network:
The specific policy efforts of the Virginia Network will be developed and achieved by working collaboratively with partner organizations and agencies.  Please contact Stephanie Smith, the state network organizer for Virginia, at virginia@saferoutespartnership.org to express your interest in attending our kick-off telephone conference meeting on Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 1:30 p.m.  We invite 

government agencies, policy makers and nonprofits from around the state working on health, equity, transportation, youth, environmental and smart-growth issues to join us.

 

Robert Ping, state network director for the Safe Routes to School National Partnership, says, “The State Network Project has been very successful in bringing together partners to change state level policies that are resulting in opportunities for more children to walk and bicycle to schools safely. We’re honored and excited about expanding this project, and the impact that it will make towards the goal of reversing childhood obesity by the year 2015. We encourage state agencies, policy makers and nonprofits to join us in launching this new project.”

 

About Prevention Connections:
A 501c3 nonprofit headquartered in Richmond, Va., Prevention Connections works with individuals and communities in Virginia to achieve optimal health through preventing and reducing tobacco use and childhood obesity. Committed to the prevention and reduction of tobacco use through education, intervention, policy development and community outreach, Prevention Connections is the sister organization of the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth. Visit us on the Web at www.preventionconnections.org.
 
About Safe Routes to School National Partnership:
Launched in August 2005, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership is a fast-growing network of more than 400 nonprofit organizations, government agencies, schools and professionals working to set goals, share best practices, secure funding, and provide educational materials to agencies that implement Safe Routes to School programs. The Safe Routes to School National Partnership’s mission is to serve a diverse national community of organizations that advocates for and promotes the practice of safe bicycling and walking to and from schools throughout the United States. SRTS can provide a variety of important benefits to children and their communities, including increasing physical activity, reducing traffic congestion, improving air quality and enhancing neighborhood safety. Visit SRTS on the Web at http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/.
2010-2011 State Network Project Participants
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