

PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release





Media Contact
Sept. 30, 2008






             Richard Foster
 (804) 225-3947
Prevention Connections Honors Youth & Business of Year
First annual awards honor work in Va. tobacco-use prevention, reduction
NEWPORT NEWS – Prevention Connections presented its first annual Virginia Youth Advocate of the Year Award and a $2,500 college scholarship to Charles Coats, 17, of Manassas, at a Sept. 25 awards luncheon in Newport News. The Marriott Newport News at City Center received Prevention Connections’ first annual Smoke-free Business of the Year award at the same ceremony.


Both awards recognize outstanding contributions to tobacco-use prevention and reduction in Virginia.

Coats, a senior at Osbourn High School in Manassas, has been an active volunteer in teen efforts to reduce youth tobacco use of Virginia. As a member of Y Street, the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation’s teen volunteer group, he organized a Battle of the Bands and collected more than 2,500 subscription cards for Y Street’s GlamRock campaign, which asked Rolling Stone and Glamour magazine to stop exposing teen readers to tobacco advertising. Coats also represented Virginia and Y Street at the National Conference on Tobacco or Health in Minneapolis in 2007.

In addition to receiving the award and scholarship, Coats will also spend a day at the Virginia General Assembly with the state lobbyist for the American Cancer Society during the 2009 legislative session.

“Prevention Connections is proud to recognize Charles Coats for his outstanding volunteer work and leadership in preventing and reducing youth tobacco use,” says Prevention Connections Chairperson Margaret E. White. “His work will save lives and help today’s youth live to become healthy adults free of tobacco addiction.”

The Marriott Newport News was recognized for its exceptional work in promoting Marriott’s commitment to smoke-free hotels through signage, guest information and enforcement of $500 fines for smoking indoors. Marriott International Inc., the hotel chain’s parent company, instituted a smoke-free policy at its 2,300 properties across the United States and Canada in 2006. 
Marriott Newport News also was honored for hosting conferences for smoking prevention advocates and professionals while working diligently to reduce costs and accommodate special requests.

“Prevention Connections commends Marriott for providing a healthy, smoke-free environment for its patrons and employees,” White says. “We are pleased to honor Marriott Newport News for this tremendous benefit that will continue to attract new visitors and conventions to the Commonwealth.” 
About Prevention Connections:

A 501c3 nonprofit headquartered in Richmond, Va., Prevention Connections works with individuals and communities in Virginia to achieve optimal health through tobacco- use prevention and reduction activities. Committed to the prevention and reduction of tobacco use through education, intervention, policy development and community outreach, Prevention Connections is the sister organization of the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation. Visit us on the Web at www.preventionconnections.org.
For more information, contact Richard Foster at (804) 225-3947.
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